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TIMELY PREPARATION FOR DEATH. 
Set thine house in order, for thou shalt die and not live. 2Krnas, xx. 1, 


Bur a few days before this message was addressed to Hez- 
ekiah, he was trembling in mortal apprehension. Sennache- 
‘ rib, king of the Assyrians, was approaching the gates of 
the holy city : his mighty hosts intimidated all thought of re- 
sistance : an overthrow, at once inevitable and exterminating, 


threatened all Judah. But the prayer of Hezekiah is heard.. 


The angel of the Lord passed by night over the camp of the 
Assyrians, and “in the morning, behold, an hundred, four- 
score, and five thousand, were all-dead.” In vain does Sen- 
nacherib betake himself tv flight: he meets his death at the 
altar of his idol-god, and by the hands of his own sons! Je- 
rugalem is again restored to tranquility, and Hezekiah re- 
joices in the midst of his people. 

But how uncertain our prosperities! how short-lived our 
joys! Behold the king who but yesterday was so miracu- 
lously rescued from the destruction which threatened both 
him and his people. The sounds of joy and rejoicing have 
ceased. Silence deep and ominous, reigns throughout the 
palace. Some within its spacious halls move to and fro with 
noiseless steps ; others sit apart with downcast looks; while 
throughout the city, the people seem anxious and depressed. 

It is true: Hezekiah, king of Judah, is sick unto death ; 
and the message which has just been sent unto him, by the 
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prophet, is—‘“ Set thine house in order, for thou shalt die and 
not live.”’ 

My hearers, the same God that made and preserved, and at 
last removed Hezekiah from the land of the living, made, and 
sustains us ; and our times are in his hands. He is the Lord 
God omnipotent—the Creator, Preserver, and Disposer of all 
existences. It is his skil] that we perceive in our frames, so 
euriously and wonderfully made; his invisible agency that 
rescues us from danger, and conducts us in safety ; his migh- 
ty arm that lights up for us the sun in the firmament so that 
we may pursue our avocations, and again that draws around 
us the curtains of darkness that we may rest; his goodness 
that gathers comforts around our habitations, and strews our 
pathway with flowers—and when he takes away our breath, 
this most wonderful mechanism falls to pieces, and crumbles 
into dust. Amazing change! though familiar to observation, 
yet no less painful and affecting to contemplate. The eye 
cannot look out on the objects of its pleasure ; the ear cannot 
take in the voice of love, nor the strains of melody ; the hand 
cannot put itself forth to its wonted task; the tongue cannot 
move in utterance, nor the countenance reflect the varying 
hues of thought. The heart has ceased to beat: paleness 
overspreads the face that once bloomed with health ; stiff- 
ness, and coldness, and dissolution are fast creeping through 
the frame that so lately glowed with life and warmth, and 
moved in the dignity of strength, or the gracefulness of action. * 
The man is dead: the dust returns to the earth as it was, and 
the spirit to him that gave it. 

Were it God’s good pleasure, he might put to flight the 
diseases which lurk around our path; might revive our lan- 
guishing breath, and renovate our decaying frames; might 
even close the mouth of the pit, and clothe our lives with im- 
mortality on earth, with the same facility that he now crowns 
them with loving kindnesses and tender mercies ; but in the 
sovereign councils of his own will, he has otherwise ordered. 

It is he, and he alone, that has preserved your lives through 
another year ; and the message which he sends unto you, by 
the lips of an unworthy servant, on this the first Sabbath of 
a new year, is the same message that was sent by the Pro- 
phet, to the king of Judah: Set thine house in order ; for 
thou shalt die and not live. 

It is true that neither the hour, nor the day, nor even the 
year, of our decease can be known by us. At what stage of 
human existence we shall breathe our last, has been conceal- 
ed from us, and for what reasons, we need not inquire ; but it 
is certain that we must all die. The decree has gone forth 
against our apostate race : Dying, thou shalt die. ‘ Death 
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has passed on all men, for that all have sinned ;” and every 
thing around us, as well as the Word of truth proclaims this 
solemn lesson.. O mortal! you may build your walls broad 
and high ; you may flee from clime to clime—summon to your 
aid the imposing phalanx of art and science, or stand impious- 
ly sublime in single-handed defiance of the king of terrors: 
you may think yourself too obscure for the notice of Death, 
or too elevated for his reach, or of too much. importance to 
the community to be in danger of his shafts ;—’tis all in vain !. 
that position will not secure you ; those honors will not daz- 
zle the Argus-eyed monster ; that goodness will not disarm 
his rage ; those possessions will not bribe him; those loud 
prayers will not pierce his leaden ears; the tears of, those 
helpless children will not touch his heart; the united peti- 
tions of a prostrate community will not change his fell. pur- 
pose: “ Thou shalt die and not live.” That is the destiny 
thou canst not shun, and towards which thou art driven witha 
rapidity thou canst not resist. ‘‘ Thou shalt say unto corrup- 
tion, Thou art my father, and to the worm, Thou art my mo- 
ther, and my sister.” Thou shalt at last go down into the 
dark, cold sepulchre. On its threshold, thou shalt part with 
all thy possessions—there take thy last look of all that is glo- 
rious in those heavens, and beauteous in this earth, and dear 
amid the objects of time and sense: then drawing thy wind- 
ing sheet about thee, thou shalt lay thy. head upon earth’s 
*damp lap, and sleep the sleep of death ! 


What follows ? is the question naturally suggested. 
‘If there if no alternative,” says one, “why, I must die, 
and there is an end of me. The light and comforts of this 


warm and well-known home are indeed to be preferred to the. 


cold, dark grave, and the endurance of any present ills rather 
than of those of which we are ignorant ; but then death is.an 


event to which man must submit alike with the beasts of the. 
field, the fowls of the air, and the fish of the sea.. If thus re-, 
garded, the mind will become familiarized to its aspect, as it. 
does to the general phenomena of nature. Or, if viewing it as: 
a physical necessity cannot divest it of. terror to the mind,. 
then banish all thought of it ; and when you obviously can live. 


no longer, ‘ screw your courage up,’ and make the best ofa 
necessary evil. It is your vain imaginings that cause you so 
much concern. Look at the grave through the perspective of 


reason. There you can neither regret nor fear, neither think. 
nor feel. You revert to your original nothingness ; or should : 


your spirit live hereafter how will it rejoice in all the ecstasy 
of recovered freedom from a body, which cramped its motions 































































4 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 


“Tf death is inevitable,” says another, “let us make the 
most of life ; let us live while we live: yea, eat, drink, and 
be merry. A long life without such gratifications were not to 
be endured ; and if they cannot be enjoyed but at the expense 
of shortened days, we shall not regret the forfeit. ‘A merry 
life, though a short one,’ is our maxim. What a fool is man 
to trouble himself about death. Drown the thought in the 
bowl, the dance, the song, or the whirl of fashion ; and let it 
be your ambition, if you have any, to die in a sensual revel, or 
after you have tasted life’s sweetest cup.” 

Or, say others, ‘‘ Let us work while life is prolonged ; let us 
amass treasures that we may raise our families above the ig- 
noble throng, and secure their gratitude, while astonishing 
others by the magnificence of our bequests : or let us fathom 
science, gather knowledge, sway the multitude by the tongue 
of eloquence or the sceptre of power ; and when we die, leave 
our names on some imperishable brass, 6r more enduring 
page.” 

The language of a fourth class is that of dissatisfaction 
and complaint. ‘‘Why then was I born? why endowed with 
these powers and these susceptibilities, and surrounded by so 
many objects to excite desire and secure affection? Why 
wither the arm that has just seized the prize ? why dash the 
cup that has just reached the lip? Why must I give up these 
houses and lands, these honors and pleasures, and part, too, 
with the dear ones of home? Better not to have been born, 
than not live to enjoy the fruit of my labors—be torn, too, 
from all that I have, and all that Ilove! O death! thou art 
in appalling truth mine enemy! I fear, I hate ye! Thou 
wouldst hurry me from these hard-earned possessions, and 
this loving home, and lay me naked and alone in that dark 
and cold and narrow house.” 

But the text justifies the sentiments of neither of these 
classes. It does not encourage Stoicism, nor Epicurianism, 
nor posthumous ambition, nor complaint and repinings. Its 
language rather is,—Thou shalt not regard death with indif- 
ference because it is inevitable ; nor banish the thought of it 
by surrendering your being to sensual pursuits ; nor revenge 
the shortness of life by endeavoring to perpetuate a name ; 
nor murmur at the dispensations of an all-wise and righteous 
Providence. Set thine house in order: prepare for death, by 
answering life’s great purposes; be ready for this inevitable 
encounter ; and as you know not the day, nor the hour, so 
live as to be always ready. 


We are God’s rational creatures—the proper subjects of his 
moral government—amenable to his tribunal—placed 
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him, and ere long to be removed by him to another state of 
existence, where we shall be happy or miserable, according as 
we either answer or frustrate the end of our being: “We 
were made not to heap up dust, not to gather the *world’s 
plaudits, not to sacrifice our manliness to fashion, not to bury 
our thoughts in grovelling interests, and waste our energies 
in selfish gratifications ; but to glorify God and enjoy him for- 
ever. And as we have all sinned and come short of his glory, 
his Word tells us that if we would regain his favor, and be 
hereafter admitted to the blessedness of his presence, we have 
a work to perform—a work from which no one can be excused, 
and which admits of no delay but at the imminent risk of the 
soul! It is the work of repentance toward God and faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ. ‘This is the work of God that we 
believe on him whom he hath sent;” and until it is begun, 
each hour is pregnant with a thousand perils ; until it is done, 
we are not prepared to go hence. Our house is not in order : 
the solemn account between God and the soul is not settled 
It is a work that must be done now, or never. Hence it is 
that our lives have been protracted; and that God, in richest 
mercy, has continued to us the blessings of his providenee, 
and the privileges of his grace. As he has ‘‘no pleasure in 
the death of the wicked,” and “would not that any should «« 
perish,” he has given unto us space to repent, and to do works" ° 
meet for repentance. Beyond the grave there will be no such 
opportunity afforded,—no voice of inviting mercy ever heard, 
Beyond the grave stretches out in measureless expanse a vast 
eternity—a state as unalterably retributive as it is necessarily’ 
unending : yes, heaven, with its effulgent light, and angels of 
love, and harps of gold, and rivers of joy—hell, with its worm 
that never dieth, its fire that is never quenched, its ever as- 
cending smoke of torment ! ; 

The present life, therefore, is fraught with momentous is- 
sues. It sustains an unutterably solemn relation to the fu- 
ture ; and death, what is it ’—the separating stream between 
time and eternity—the step between probation and retribution 
—the night between our day of grace and the day of wrath ! 
‘It is appointed unto all men once,to die, and after death the 
judgment.” Hence the idea is so frequently conveyed ‘by 
the scriptures, and in different forms and relations, that as the 
tree falls, so it will lie ; that there there shall “in no wise en- 
ter any thing that defileth, neither worketh abomination, nor 
maketh a lie”’—that eternity will on every hand present to the 
immediate view of the disembodied soul, in deep, and broad; 
and burning characters, the immutable decree of eternal jus- 

tice: “He that is unjust, let him be unjust ‘still; and he 
by that is filthy let him be filthy still; and he that is righteous, 
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let him be righteous still ; and he that is holy, let him be holy 
stall.” 

But these truths are most familiar to your thoughts. Again 
and again have you heard them proclaimed from the sacred 
desk; yea, they have been pressed upon you by every argu- 
ment and the most weighty appeals. I shall, therefore, con- 
fine myself to one of the many reasons which might be 
assigned for the solemn duty enjoined by the text; and it is 
this, that the hour of death is not the hour of preparation. 

To illustrate the force of this consideration, let it be sup- 
posed that you will not be cut off suddenly,—though you can- 
not fail to perceive that many are: let it also be supposed 
that you will not be deprived of your reason, nor subjected to 
excruciating pains of body,—though the supposition is but lit- 
tle warranted, since we may often witness in the last 
hours of expiring humanity, the tortures of disease, and the 
ravings of delirium. To present our idea in as strong a light 
as possible, we shall, in imagination, lay you on the easiest 
couch ; in circumstances the most favorable for calm and se- 
rious thought, if consistent with any sickness that is unto 
death. 

O:f such a bed, fellow sinner, most probably you will not re- 
pent with a godly sorrow : it may not be amiss to remark that 
very probably you will not have the most remote idea that you 
are going to die. Placed in these very circumstances which 
we have supposed to be the most favorable for you, how many 
have thought that they would soon recover, and hence their 
impatience, and their only apprehension that their business 
would suffer from their confinement. You think, perhaps, that 
friends will inform you: they may not be aware of your con- 
dition ; or, as is not unfrequently the case, their wishes for 
your recovery may restrain them from giving utterance to 
their fears, until any announcement of your danger would be 
unavailing. But your physician will, you are sure, if he be, 
as you suppose, worthy of your confidence. No; in all pro- 
bability he will not, unless he believes in God’s word, and 
that it is an awful thing to die and face the Judge. He 
wishes you to recover, and so feeble and sensitive have you 
become, he is apprehensive that you could not endure the 
shock which a communication of such a nature, and so unex- 
pected, might occasion. Mistaken kindness! dread responsi- 
bility ! thus to blind the eyes of a dying sinner to his actual 
condition! Ah! how many, through want of timely notice, 
may have gone unprepared into eternity ! 

Neither can your pastor tell you of your state ; for you do 
not wish him to visit you, as you have yet no idea of giving 
up the world, and never intended to give religion any earnest 
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thought until you perceived that your own end was drawi me 4 
nigh. But aside from these ptefatory considerations, whi 
are not without weight, we shall suppose that you betake 
yourself to that bed with the mysterious presentiment that 
you will never rise. 

We assert that to all human view, you are incapable of duly 
attending to the concerns of your soul. Why is it that you 
have left the busy throng? why are you no longer intent 
on those worldly matters which you have always deemed so 
urgently important? why lie you there within that cur- 
tained tent so pale and still? You are sick unto death! You 
cannot put forth a steady thought towards those schemes 
which have engrossed all the years of your manhood: you 
cannot lift an infant’s finger to your accustomed work: your 
friends keep silence lest they should disturb you: the 
most ordinary occurrences must not be alluded to in your hear- 
ing: you must be kept perfectly still and quiet. 

And now, if this be your condition, how are you to address 
yourself to the great work of your salvation? If you are 
utterly unable to attend to the most trivial of your worldly 
affairs, to what you have been long accustomed, what is per- 
fectly familiar and easy, how can you attend to a matter 
which requires the mightiest effort of your whole moral 
being? which is incomparably more difficult than any of the - 
business you have been necessitated to lay aside? . 

The mind, through sympathy with the sickand dying body, is 
enfeebled, and cannot grasp a subject to which, when most 
vigorous, it is hardly equal ; it is readily distracted, and can-" 
not fix its undivided thoughts on any subject. Think not 
that I am magnifying the nature of the work which every sin- 
ner has to do before he can be saved. Ohno; religion i is 
something more than a sigh, a tear, or a “ God have mercy :’ 
itis a great and difficult and trying work. Jesus Christ said 
that it was difficult, and that if the kingdom of heaven were 
taken, it would be by violence :. the awakened sinner, says, it 
is difficult : the experience of every Christian, says, it is diffi- 
cult ; while the world itself knows that it is difficult,—con- 
trary to the whole drift and current of its thoughts,—or it 
would at once close in with the gospel overtures. To drive 
sin ffom the heart, to give that heart to God in penitence 
and faith, to set up a new empire in the affections which have. 
become so wedded to:earth, cannot be a facile task: it re- 
quires a struggle, a moral struggle to which a dying ‘man 
seems most unequal ; which even the strongest might sink un- 
der, if left to himself. 

But however certain one may be of his own speedily ap- 
proaching death, he ong have no disposition to repent. 
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not the man through a long course of years loved sin, and will 
he now perceive its odiousness? has he not lived to the 
world? are there not still there all the objects of his fondest 
thoughts, and will he now see aught attractive in the employ- 
ments and interests of a spiritual world? All the days of his 
life, has he not sinned against the knowledge of the truth, 
and against the monitions of his own conscience ? and is it to 
be expected that conscience will then speak in louder tones? 
or that the motives to which he has been so long impervious, 
will then be felt? What says an enlarged observation of 
death-beds? That conscience, in some instances, seems to be 
seared as with a hot iron; that in others, the dying man 
wyaps himself in a covering of self-righteousness of which 
no scriptural reasons can divest him; or quiets his fears by a 
formal confession of faith and trust in Jesus ; or again shows 
too plainly by the words which now and then escape from his 
lips, that his heart is still among the world’s soul-destroying 
idols. Alas! many a sick-room has witnessed blindness of 
mind and hardness of heart—a fatal security, or the hope of 
the hypocrite ! 

Say you that you cannot now change your heart, and that 
you will then look up to a merciful God? We stop not to re- 
mark that your present inability is your criminality. Do you 
perceive the import of your reply ’—* Because I will not love 
God now, and am resolved for the present to resist his claims, 
I shall then be able to cast myself ,with the greater confi- 
dence on his mercy! He is so full of compassion that I may 
dishonor him, and live unto myself until [ can live no longer !” 
And what will then be your plea? ‘I have sinned igno- 
rantly.".—(No, yours is not the enviable lot of the poor 
heathen ;) “I determined to sin away my whole life; and 
though my submission to thee now is not voluntary, and 
only because I can no longer gratify my lusts, yet, for thy 
goodness’ sake, thou wilt not disappoint my hope of heaven !” 
Oh! how can any one thus impose on himself! God is 
abundant in mercy ; but can he be mocked? God is long-suf- 
fering ; but has he no regard for the honor of his Name and 
interests of his kingdom? Are we to presume that he will 
then hear you, however piteous and importunate may then be 
your cry ?—you who are now intentionally, deliberatelg pro- 
crastinating compliance with his claims? Rather, may he 
not then say, ‘“‘ Because I called and ye refused, I now laugh 
at your calamity and mock at your fear.” He has warned 
us, and in the strongest terms, of the consequences of setting 
at nought his counsels, and despising his reproofs ; and is he 
“a man that he should lie, or the son of man that he should 
repent ?” O sinner ! if your hope of a death-bed repentance be 
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not already as the giving up of the ghost, hear the word of 
the Lord and tremble: ‘ Then shall they call upon me, but I 
will not answer ; they shall seek me early, but shall not find 
me ; for that they hated knowledge, and did not choose the 
fear of the Lord.” 

Search the Bible as you may ; amid all the variety and ful- 
ness of its gracious promises, you will not find one, nor the 
shadow of one, to those who put off God’s claims, and persist 
in their own ways ; not the most distant intimation that any 
sinner should go on in the sight of his eyes, and in'the ways 
of his heart, and wait for God’s interposing, arresting grace. 
Your blood be on your own head, if you wrest the scriptures 
to sanction procrastination. You are condemned already : yet, 
if you make haste and delay not ; if you now arise and call 
upon God, peradventure, he will have mercy upon you; but 
otherwise there is no promise, and I fear, but little probability, 
that you will be brought to true repentance. You are obsti- 
nately persisting in your rebellion against God ; you are put- 
ting the compassionate Jesus to open shame ; you are griev- 
ing away the Spirit, without whose gracious workings in your 
heart, you must die in your sins ! 

Suppose, however, that when you come to die you will be 
disposed to repent. By what motives have you been influ- 
enced? Think you, that the criminal, when led off to execu- 
tion, sorrows because he has broken the civil law, or because 
he is about to suffer the penalty of its violation’? Might it not 
then appear on the last day, when the secrets of all hearts 
shall be disclosed, that you gave up the world, not because 
its “friendship is enmity against God,” but for the sole rea- 
son that you could no longer retain your hold ; that you wept 
not because sin is ‘“‘ that abominable thing. which God hates,” 
but because you dreaded its eternal punishment; and that you 
submitted to God, not from any cordial sense of his sovereign 
rule and adorable perfections, but inasmuch as there was no 
alternative. Ah, my friend, your persistive worldliness too 
truly intimates that you little heed the great things pertaining 
to God; that the kingdom of heaven, with all its bright dis- 
coveries, might fall into ruin, and be no more thought of for- 
ever, were only this your continuing city ! 

But facts prove that but little dependence can be placed on a 
death-bed repentance. No death-bed penitent has ever re- 
turned .+ tell us of his destiny ; nor can we look into eter- 
nity to allay our anxieties: but you have all seen some one 
(perhaps, thou art the man!) who was given up by his phy- 
sicians, who took farewell of his weeping friends, so certain 
was he that the hour of his departure had come. Was he pre- 
pared? Yes; he hoped so: he had seen himself to be a sin- 
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ner—had received the word with readiness—had joined in 
prayer, and prayed himself, and even thought it better to de- 
part. Surrendering himself, however, to the will of God, it 
was his solemn purpose, whether living or dying, to be the 
Lord’s. He did not die ; he is still living; but living,—how ? 
Will you believe it? That is the man, the same man that so 
lately confessed and prayed, and hoped in seeming faith ; and 
now, how has he returned to the error and evil of his ways! 
how intent is he on the world which he then so solemnly re- 
nounced ! Nay, he hates any allusion to his sick-bed scene : 
he will laugh away the remembrance, and tell his worldly 
companions that he was only a little nervous! Oh! what 
wrath is such a one treasuring up against the day of wrath ! 
Well may he be regarded as the vilest of ingrates who thus 
requites Heaven’s mercy! Well iaay fear and trembling take 
hold on us, when we think of his guilt who thus contemns 
God, and exposes himself to a seven-fold perdition ! 

We. would not, by these remarks, be understood as dis- 
suading a dying sinner from repentance. No; it is the only 
thing that remains for him to do. Let him attempt it ; let him 
implore grace to repent, for he is on the verge of the grave, 
and is soon to go away into eternity! But ah, it may be like 
the effort of a drowning man—a great effort, but still the 
bootless effort of expiring nature ! 

You have no reason to postpone the ordering of your house, 
or to think that you will succeed at so late an hour. Obser- 
vation is against you—the Word of truth is against you. 
There is, indeed, mention made of one who obtained a good 
hope through grace in his last earthly hour ; and we may re- 
gard it as an intimation from Heaven that no true penitent, 
however long and deeply he may have sinned, should despair 
of forgiveness ; but, (as has been often remarked,) it is a 
solitary instance ; and does not this more distinctly intimate 
that ne one should presume on the Divine mercy ? 

The hour of death, then, is not the most suitable time for 
repeutance : view it in whatever light you please, it is not the 
warranted hour of salvation. The dying man should be undis- 
turbed and calm. He should have nothing to do but to look 
back upon the evidences of his faith—such as appear in a life 
devoted to God’s glory; to look forward with the even 
serenity of trust—to commit his departing spirit into the 
hands of Jesus ! 

Brethren ; how wise the decision, which leads one to seek 
first the kingdom of God and his righteousness ; to prepare 
for life’s duties by preparing first for death’s solemnities ! 
Suppose such a one to be in the same circumstances in which 
we have pictured the dying worldling. He is not shocked by 
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the announcement that he must die—is not disturbed by 
anxious forebodings ; nor does he repose on a false security! 
God’s spirit is nigh unto him, in this, the hour of his need, and 
the promise of God is even as a cordial warm at his heart. 
He feels that he is going home ; and you may learn from his 
closing hour, the value of Christian faith. You may see the 
light of immortality irradiating death’s shadows as they gather 
around his pillow; and while you, listen to his accents of 
purity, and praise, and joyous hope, and behold the beams of 
opening glory resting on his countenance as he sweetly falls 
asleep in Jesus, you will feel yourself to be on the ¢onfines of 
bliss, and involuntarily give utterance to the devout senti- 
ment: “ Let me die the death of the righteous, and let my 
last end be like his !” ; 

Here, then, in the same circumstances is the Christian’s 
advantage over the man who lays himself on his death-bed ‘an 
impenitent sinner! But I will tell you of another advantage, 
and a greater. The man whose house is always in order, is 
guarded against whatever form death may assume. Is he 
stretched upon a bed of racking pain? the serenity of a re- 
signed and confiding spirit enables him to bear what, in your 
case, would be aggravated by the terrors of conscious unfit- 
ness for approaching death. Or, does the disorder of his 
dying body derange his faculties of thought? still, all is safe 
with the soul: a light cloud rests upon its vision; but it is 
not the gloomy harbinger of the blackness of darkness for- 
ever — O no; it will soon burst its dungeon walls, and shine 
forth clear as a star in the firmament of heaven! Or say (still 
more dread -catastrophe to the worldling!) is the Christian 
called to a sudden, unwarned death? he goes not into an un- 
prepared eternity, but ascends at once to the presence and 
bosom of his God ! : 

We might now show from the tenor of this discourse that 
there is great room for erroneous judgments respecting ‘the 
jinal state of the dead ; but this were a painful task, nor is it 
necessary for us to dwell on such an inference longer than to 
remark that no valid argument for delay can be drawn from 
the opinions generally entertained on this point. 

It is possible for a man to have doubts and fears in his 
death, and yet enter heaven ; and on the other hand, it is pos- 
sible for one to have uo bands in his death, and yet go down 
to hell. Certain it is, that the circumstances of men’s deceare 
are nowhere mentioned in the scriptures as the criterion of 
their religious charaéter and eternal prospects. There’ is but 
one criterion mentioned, and that is the life: By their frutts 
ye shall know them. God alone knows how it is with thosé 
who have already gone down to the grave ; but if you would’ 
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ascertain what will probably be your condition in the future 
world, keep your heart and regulate your life ; for the Chris- 
tian will ask—Jesus Christ will ask—yea, the Judge of quick 
and dead will ask, not how you died, but how you lived ? 

How unwise is it, then, to procrastinate the concerns of the 
soul to a dying hour! Where, in all the world, is there like 
folly? He who neglects his worldly affairs until poverty 
comes upon him as an armed man, is wise and praiseworthy, 
compared to him that procrastinates his spiritual interests : 
for the injury which is done in the one case is limited to the 
body, in the other it reaches the soul ; in the former it is tem- 
poral, in the latter, eternal! But how inconsistently do men 
too often act! Yow think that there is no time to lose, when 
a prospect of riches or of honor opens upon your view ; nay, 
for these empty, transient objects, you can forego sleep and 
food ; submit to privations, and hardships, and perils ; and yet 
without regret, or even a thought, you can leave to the mer- 
cies of a frail, feverish, helpless, dying hour, the vast con- 
cerns of an eternal scene ! 

Did you ever think of that duration which we call eternity ? 
Your present mode of being, (time,) can bear to the future no 
proportion: it is as a particle of impalpable dust, to the uni- 
verse of matter; as the small, invisible, unfelt dew, to the 
mighty waters of the great deep! And did you ever think, 
also, that there is that within you which cannot die? Why, 
what is your body to that soul? What are the kingdoms of 
the world, and all the glory of them, to that soul? and you, 
have not yet begun to set your house in order! How many 
of the days and the years of your merciful visitation have al- 
ready passed away ! gone to the bar of God, and there entered 
their verdict against your perverted being and protracted im- 
penitence ! 

And now if it be so, that “thou shalt die and not live ;” 
and equally clear, that ‘“‘ thou knowest neither the day nor the 
hour when the Son of Man cometh,” is not the present charged 
with weighty interests? Can any thing around you be so 1m- 
portant as the energetic devotion of the present moment to 
your soul’s security ? If you stood on some dangerous beach 
with an unscaled precipice rising behind you, you would not 
linger nor sport with pebbles until the swelling tide broke its 
resistless waves at your feet. Hie then for thy life! for the 
tide from the great ocean of eternity is setting in stronger and 
stronger, and the next refluent wave may bear thee out be- 
yond mortal reach ! 

There. are some who fee] most deeply the worth of a mo- 
ment’s time ; but it is not here, nor in this world, nor in that 
upper world,—though they who have entered on “ the inherit- 
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ance of the saints in light,” may wish that while upon earth 
they had been more intensely engaged in God’s most blessed 
work : it is in that lower world that time is fully appreciated ; 
there they feel the worth of even a moment ; and there is not 
one amid that weeping throng who would not give worlds, or 
suffer on through ages on ages of toil and woe, could he only 
purchase one such moment as that which you are now squan- 
dering! Ah! sinner; you love death rather than life. You 
unconsciously, as it were, mean to die, and to destroy your 
own precious soul! You refuse to see yourself in the light of 
God’s precious word ; or this moment you would exclaim in 
anguish of spirit, Lord, save, or I perish! 

But, in conclusion, once more would I reiterate the words, 
of the text : ‘* Set thine house in order, for thou shalt die, and 
not live :” words, neither inapplicable to my audience, nor 
inappropriate to the season. 

At a period which marks the great revolution of time, it 
imperiously behooves us to withdraw our minds from all sub- 
lunary interests, and to converse awhile with death; in ima- 
gination to weave our own shroud—to dig our own grave—to 
send an anxious thought beyond its narrow confines—to. set 
our house in order, that we may go down to the sepulchre in 
peace, and that our flesh may rest in hope. 

Do you deem it unnecessary to be thus thoughtful and pro- 
vident? Go, visit the graves of those of your number who, 
since the beginning of the last year, departed this life, and 
let them answer. As you now may think, so thought they— 
that, however others might be taken, they should be left; 
But where is . . . ., where is . . ., they who have passed ~ 
hence, and whose accustomed seats in God’s house are this 
day vacant? And where may you be before the close. of an- 
other year? In eternity! in eternity ! 


Men and Brethren; I wish you all a peaceful, useful, new 
year! May he who, in great goodness, has brought. you to 
its commencement, conduct you in health and prosperity: to. 
its close. May he bless you, reviving his work in the hearts 
of his people, and bringing those who are still out of Christ 
to the heartfelt knowledge of his great salvation! 

But as I look round on this audience ; from gallery to ou 
lery, from pew to pew; as'I look at myself, I cannot repress 
the suggestion that before the close of another tevolving year, 
some one or other of our number may be—in eternity! Shall 
we not then individually inquire, Lord ts it I? Shall. we not 
prefer the penitent, humble, fervent, united petition: “So 
teach us to number our days that we may apply our hearts unto 
wisdom. R 
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THE FULLNESS OF TIME. 


But when the fulness of the time was come, God sent forth his son, made of a 
woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we 
might receive the adoption of sons. GaAtaTIANs iv. 4, 5. 


I propose on this occasion to speak of the Time when it 
pleased God to fulfil the promises and send his Son into the 
world, that whosoever believeth on Him should not perish, but 
have everlasting life. It is the more needful to consider this 
point, as infidels have often said, and not without a sneer, “ If 
Christianity is from heaven, and is so valuable to the world, 
why was the world so long without it? Why were four 
thousand years allowed to pass away before the promises 
were fulfilled?” It will be my endeavor 


I. To answer this objection. 


I]: To show that Christ came into the world precisely at the 
proper time. And— 


1. In reply to the infidel objection 1 remark, no man lives 
or dies to himself. The manner of a great man’s death, as 
well as the fact itself, is the subject of commentary. There 
is rest for his ashes, but none for his memory. Posterity, as 
an immense jury, sits round his death-bed for his trial, but its 
sessions may be adjourned to infinity. History issues no sen- 
tence that history may not repeal. ‘Time fights the battles 
of truth, an unimpassioned, but unwearied ally.” Historical 
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research brings forward almost every hour new evidences, un- 
ravels mysteries, and restores reputations. Envious malig- 
nity, or the hatred of party, can never have laid a man’s name 
so low that it may not be lawful to plead his cause before the 
nations, and call forth a revision of his judgment. We have 
a happy illustration of this in Carlyle’s life of Cromwell. A ~ 
man’s body is laid to rest with his father’s, but his principles, 
his intellectual and moral elements, never fall on sleep. 
They remain unhurt amid the war of elements, and the wreck 
and crash of all things else. Let it not then be objected that 
Christ’s coming into the world was too long delayed. The 
lateness of the world’s age when Christ came was no loss to 
those that lived before his advent, for truth is immutable, and 
was, therefore, the same before and after that event. Truth 
may have different phases or dispensations, but truth itself is 
eternal and unchangeable. A time there was, when there was 
neither sun, nor star, nor angel ; but a time there never was 
when truth was not. Truth has witnessed the beginning .of 
all things, and shall live after the consummation of all things. 
Radiant with the light of eternity, truth with the sons of God 
rejoiced in the first lighting up of the sun, and beheld. the 
firmament when it began to glow and kindle and flame forth 
with constellations. Truth dwelt in Eden, nor could the 
flaming cherubim keep it there. Abel, Noah, Abraham, 
Moses, and the prophets, were all men of truth. Truth has. 
indeed often been “crushed to the earth.” Her votaries 
have often been persecuted and put to the torture and to. death, 
but she herself dieth not. ‘ The eternal years of God are 
hers.” And in the ages to come, when the pencil shall sketch 
the ruins of man’s mightiest works, and even of the Univsrze 
itself, truth will still be vigorous in eternal youth. . At the 
funeral of all earthly things, she will put on the habiliments of 
immmortality and live on, undying, undecaying as when first 
she dwelt in the bosom of the Everlasting Father. 

Some branches of knowledge are progressive, but truth it- 
self is independent of all chance and change, unchangably the. 
same. The discoveries of truth may be progressive. In 
mathematics when once a proposition has been demonstrated, — 
it is never afterwards contested. Every new proposition de- 
monstrated is an addition to the stock of discovered truth. In 
the inductive sciences every new fact brings theory nearer.and 
nearer to perfection. Nor can there ever be retrogression or 
going back in the purely demonstrative, or in the purely ex-., 
perimental ‘sciences. Nor can they ever, remain ‘stationary... 
Their law is progression. Still the elementary principles are 
unchangable. For illustration: chemistry.is a modern.sci- 
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ence—a science in which the improvement is so rapid, that it 
is difficult to keep up with it. Yet modern chemical experi- 
ments have neither created nor annihilated a single atom. 
Nor have they originated a single element or first principle. 
They have only developed or combined and _ brought to light 
what has existed ever since the creation. And such is the per- 
fection and immutability of truth that there never has been a 
reaction against Harvey’s circulation of the blood, nor against 
the discoveries 6f Columbus, Vasco de Gama and Cook, nor 
against the experiments of Bacon, Franklin, Priestly and 
Black, nor against the inventions of Fulton and Watt, Ark- 
wright and Davenport, Daguerre and Morse, There has never 
been, nor can there ever be a reaction against the problems of 
Euclid, the theorems of Taylor, or the laws of La Place. The 
developments of truth, of mind and science may vary—may be 
greater and better at one time than at another—may be lost 
for an age or even ages—may go back and then go forward ; 
but the elements of nature—the great principles of mind and 
matter—are fixed and unchangable. And yet every fact 
brought to light, every experiment, every invention, every new 
development or combination of things, is an addition to the 
stock of discovered truth, while the quantity and quality, na- 
ture and essence of truth remain precisely the same, wholly in- 
dependent of its developments. And the same law is as true 
of religion as of nature. Natural religion, so called to dis- 
tinguish it from that revealed in the Bible, is the same in all 
ages. The student of natural theology now is just like the 
student of theology in the age of Pericles. The Greek had 
the same evidence of design in the structure of birds, insects 
‘and beasts, of fish, flowers and shells, and of the whole utni- 
verse, that Ray and Durham had, and that Lord Brougham 
has used in his work on Natural Theology. The reasoning of 
Socrates as reported by Xenophon to confute the atheist 
Aristodemus is exactly the reasoning of ‘ Paley’s Natural 
Theology.” Socrates makes the same use of the statues of 
Polycletus and of the pictures of Zeuxis that Paley makes of 
the watch. And as to what becomes of a man after death, the 
highly educated man, left to his unassisted reason, is not 
more likely.to come to the truth than a Blackfoot Indian of 
the mountains. Not a single one of the many sciences, pro- 
blems, discoveries, laws, inventions, and arts, in which civili- 
zation surpasses the attainments of the Blackfoot Indian, 
throws the smallest light on the state of the soul after death. 
The Bible is the only light that penetrates the grave and 
shines steadily on the world to come. 

Again, all. the great enigmas of the natural theologian are 
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the same in. all ages and countries. The ingenuity of .a peo- 
ple just emerging from barbarism, or even of a child, is quite 
sufficient to propound them; but the wisdom of Plato, of 
Locke, of Butler, and Chalmers is unable to solve them. The 
book of Job shows that long before letters and arts were 
known in Ionia, the most perplexing questions concerning free 
will, the origin of evil, man’s responsibility, and the necessity 
of morals were debated with as much skill and eloquence in 
the tents of the Idumean Emirs, as they have been ages since 
in the halls of Oxford ; nor has human reason in the course of 
three thousand years, discovered any satisfactory solution of 
the riddles which perplexed EliphZa and Zophar.* Enough 
has been said to prove that natural theology is not a pro- 
gressive science, and the same thing is true of revealed re- 
ligion. The Bible is a sure and certain summary of doctrines 
and duties—a full and perfect rule of faith and practice. All 
the discoveries of all the travellers and philosophers in the 
world cannot add a single verse to any one of all the chapters 
of any one of all the books of the Bible ; nor a single doctrine 
or precept needful for human progress and happiness to our 
holy faith. Pharmacy, geology, agriculture, chemistry, navi- 
gation and commerce may constantly improve, but religion 
was as good a thousand years ago, as it is now, and it is as 
precious, as sufficient now as it will ever be. A Christian 
with his Bible in his hand in the fifth century, is on a par with 
a Christian in the middle of the nineteenth century. What 
does it matter that we have the compass, the art of printing, 
gunpowder, steam, gas, vaccination, electrotype, and daguer- 
reotype, and a thousand other types and a thousand other dis- 
coveries and inventions, and a thousand too many isms, which 
were unknown in the fifth century? None, nor all of these 
discoveries and inventions have added the smallest particle to 
the value of the blood of Christ, by which alone sin can be 
washed away, nor have they extracted a single agony from the 
awakened conscience laboring to find peace with God. ° It is 
obvious, then, since truth—all truth, physical and moral, is 
unchangable, although its manifestations may be different in 
different ages—that truth is truth, whether discovered in one 
age or in another; so the gospel as a system of truth, is the 
same whether introduced in the year of the world 4004 or 
6000, or 1000, and consequently there was no loss to those 
who lived before the incarnation merely from the fact of its 
delay, for 

2. The virtue of Christ’s atonement depends not upon'the 


* See this subject ably discussed in the Edinburgh Review for October, 1840. 
3 
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year of the world when it was made, but upon His divinity. 
The blood of Christ is a sufficient atonement, whether shed at 
the beginning or at the end of the world. 

It is true those who lived before the coming of Christ, had 
not the same degree of light that we enjoy ; but they had the 
same unqualified promise that whosoever looked to the Lamb 
of God who was to be slain, should be saved. They were 
saved by faith in a Saviour to come, just as we are in a Sa- 
viour who has come. For out of all ages, ‘‘ whom he did fore- 
know, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of 
his Son:. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also 
called ; and whom he cal¥d, them he also justified ; and whom 
he justified, them he also glorified.” \ 

As respects, therefore, the salvation of those who lived be- 
fore the coming of Christ, the difference between them and us 
is, that they believed in a Saviour to come, while we believe 
in the Saviour who has come, and actually died to redeem us. 
The pious before the coming of the Messiah were pardoned 
and renewed in heart and spirit, and finally admitted to hea- 
ven on the same ground that the pious are now, the vicarious 
death of Christ as an atonement for sin. Had the Gospel dis- 
pensation been introduced a thousand years sooner, still those 
who then lived might have asked why it had not been pub- 
lished a thousand years before. We might as well ask why 
it was delayed at all, or why it was not delayed till now. If 
the redemption of man is liable to this kind of objection, so is 
his creation ; and as some portion of time must have preceded 
both his creation and redemption, according to infidel wisdom 
man ought never to have been created or redeemed. We 
may just as wisely challenge the great Creator to know why 
we are not made with four hands instead of two, or why we 
have not the lion’s strength, the elephant’s body, or the 
eagle’s wings, or why we were not born in the time of the 
Cesars, or of Chinese or Japanese parents. 

The apostle intimates in the text, that there was as much 
propriety in delaying the incarnation of Christ, as there is in 
not allowing a minor to possess the property and privileges of 
an heir. Now I say that the heir, so long as he is a child, 
differeth nothing from a servant, though he be lord of all ; but 
is under tutors and governors until the time appointed of the 
father. Even so we, when we were children, were in bond- 
age under the elements of the world ; but when the fulness of 
time was come, God sent forth his Son. Having thus endea- 
vored to remove the objection as to the lateness of the incar- 
nation, I shall now attempt to show that 

II. CurisT CAME AT PRECISELY THE PROPER TIME. 

1. There were circumstances connected with the period of 
Christ’s coming, which prove that it was the fulness of time 
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—the time of all best suited for the introduction of the Gos- 
pel. This is true as it respects the state of human languages, 
at the time of the Advent. Language is the present medium 
of intercourse between man and man. It has also been used 
as the chief medium of Revelation, or of making known’ the 
Divine will; and it is for this reason that the Son of God, by 
whom His will is made known to us, is called, ‘by way’ of 
eminence, the Word. Language is the embodying power, the 
incarnation of thought. We can almost as easily imagine a 
soul without a body, as thought unclothed or without the form 
of outward expression. It is indeed a point in dispute in the 
learned world, whether a man can think without the use of 
words in his mind. It is not strange, therefore, that God 
has adapted the time of his great Revelation to us, to the 
state of human language. “ Literature,” says some one, **i8 
the soul of history,” and God is in history. “ His finger writes 
all history. A nation’s literature is an index to its principles 
and character. It represents at one view, the culture; * the 
theology, the ethics, the degree of intrinsic purity and out 
ward prosperity of a nation. Our leading statesmen and 
scholars, who feel a just and laudable interest inthe success 
of the long talked of Japanese expedition, form their opinions 
respecting the character of the people, government, religions 
and customs of the empire of Japan, from what they learn ‘of 
its literature out of books that have been published by the 
Portuguese, Dutch and English, or by our own countrymen: 
The literature of Japan tells the origin and history of ‘that 
singular nation as far as known; what they have done for 
themselves, and what fortunes, and pervading and retributive 
providences have befallen them, and furnishes a sort of key 
to unlock their future. The literature of China, Greece and 
Rome expounds their moral and political history. This is 
precisely what we should expect from the nature of language. 
It is the organ of the soul’s conceptions. It must therefore im 
turn, mould, control and modify its peculiar character, so 
that the mind of a nation will correspond to its language. 
This is true even in modern times. The German language is 
no bad mirror of German mind; and every one who sees’a 
Frenchman and understands his language, must be convineéd 
that the one is made for the other, exactly according’ to 
measure. But the point in hand is pre-eminently ‘true of all 
ancient languages, when trade and travel had not modified 
national words or incorporated so much that was foreign into 
the native tonguesas has been done with ours; and*with most 
living languages. Let us take what is called the Semitic 
family of tongues, to which the Hebrew and Syriac belonged. 
This whole family is destitute of particles and grammatical 











20 THE NATIONAL PREACHER. 





forms such as we use to express the relations of things, stiff- 
ened by an unyielding construction, and confined by the de- 
pendence of words upon verbal roots to outward action. Such 
a language could not be’ used for abstract or abstruse ideas. 
It was suited only for the simplest historical narratives, and 
for poetry in which images and figures and sensations suc- 
ceeded one another in rapid course. Hence no school of na- 
tive philosophy has ever arisen, nor treatise of metaphysical 
thought ever appeared in any of the dialects of this family. 
This family of tongues was for the preservation rather than 
for the propagation of revealed truth. Such was eminently 
the nature of the ancient Hebrew, the language of Abraham, 
to whom were committed the oracles of truth ; and the intel- 
lectual character of his posterity, as well as the nature of 
their language, fitted them to be the depository of revealed 
truth. As they yielded themselves to the awful ministry of 
Jehovah’s prophets, so did they cling with most astonishing 
tenacity to the simple history of their early ages. The Old - 
Testament, containing the deepest Revelations of religion, 
the most awful denunciations of prophecy, the wisest lessons 
of virtue, and the sweetest strains of heavenly poetry, was 
given to the world in the Hebrew language, which, if not the 
only language that could have preserved and transmitted un- 
corrupted the word of God, was certainly adapted for this 
mission in a most remarkable degree. But when the fulness 
of time was come, when the Old Testament dispensation was 
to be fused into that of the New, then God changed the lan- 
guage which had been the medium of his Revelation, from the 
Hebrew to the Greek. Abraham’s posterity and language 
were to keep alive on earth the knowledge of one true and 
living God, and the promise of the coming of a Messiah. The 
Eebrew character and language were fitted for this. The 
Gospel on the other hand, was intended for the whole world, 
and for each individual of the human race. In Abraham's 
seed, all the nations of the earth were to be blessed. Christi- 
anity was not, therefore, intended to be the shibboleth of a 
party, nor the badge of a sect or nation, but the creed of man- 
kind. It is evident, then, that it was necessary to give it to 
other than Jewish husbandmen—to give it to men whose in- 
tellectual character and language might be adapted to intro- 
duce it into every country, and into the language of every 
people on earth. The oracles of revealed truth in the gos- 
pel dispensation were given to men of deep mental discipline, 
whose ever eager impulse to investigate would discover more 
easily, and bring to light their inexhaustible beauties ; who 
would know and communicate their claims upon inspiration— 
and by searching out their connections with one another, and 
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with the varied but wise and harmonious dispensations of 
God, bring forth new motives for conviction—new themes of 
praise. And in all these particulars we find that the gospel 
came in the fulness of time. It was revealed to men, and in a 
language, and at a time, best suited for the accomplishment 
of its glorious objects. The Roman arms had subdued the 
world to Roman laws, and consequently their language and 
that of the Greeks, which they read and spoke, and which 
had prevailed most extensively from the conquests of Alex+ 
ander the Great, filled almost the whole of the then known 
and peopled world. The Greek was the language then most 
universally understood, and the language of all then in exist- 
ence, best suited for the preaching of the gospel. It was the 
fulness of time, therefore, for the Son of God to come, as the 
world was then so far at peace, and the laws and prevailing 
language of one empire so well known, that it was a favorable 
time for the propagation of truth. The contents of the New 
Testament were committed to men whose intellectual charae- 
ter and language, in a very special manner, fitted them to im- 
vestigate their claims to inspiration. No age would have 
been better fitted for the adoption of Christianity than the 
Augustan age. The temple of Janus was shut; the clangor 
of arms hafgeased. The Roman roads, trade and commerce 
became pathways for the feet of the messengers of the glori- 
ous gospel of the Son of God. There was no period before, 
nor has there been any since, when the gospel could have 
been introduced with such facilities for its propagation as sat 
the time Christ actually set up his kingdom among men.’ The 
Mosaic law, the religion of the ancient Jews, was communi- 
cated to them in a language of all best adapted for the recep- 
tion and preservation of such articles of faith, and the articles 
of faith thus revealed, were such as were needful for the age 
of the world in which they were made, and the preparation of 
mankind for the manifestation of “God with us.” And the 
gospel being for all ages, and for all the world, was revealed 
. in like manner in an age and in a language, and to a -elassof 
men better fitted for its propagation, all things considered, 
than any other age, language, or men that have existed.” | 


2. In the second place it was the fulness of time. when 
Christ came, for the world was then prepared to examine the 
claims of the gospel. Both Gentiles and Jews were prep 
to detect an imposter. The Jews had been taught by Moses 
and their prophets. In Judea, there was Jerusalem, the holy 
city, with its temple and its priests, and sacrifices, and pro- 
phets, and holy writings. And in the Grecian isles there stood 
Athens, “‘the eye of Greece. mother of arts and eloquence.” 
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There the olive grove of Academus, where Plato studied— 
there the schools of ancient sages, the Lyceum and the 
painted Stoa—and there philosophy from heaven descended 
to the low roofed house of Socrates, ‘‘ whom well inspired the 
oracle pronounced wisest of men”—the Academics, Peri- 
patetics, Epicureans, and Stoics, and boasted poets, wits and 
philosophers of mankind. Moses and Samuel, David and 
Isaiah, Demosthenes and Aristotle, had all lived and taught 
before the coming of Christ. Both Jews and Gentiles had 
been taught to expect some great religious teacher about this 
time. The whole world was looking for a Messiah. He was 
the pesireE of all nations. The Gentiles had no well defined 
ideas, but were expecting some manifestation from heaven. 
They had long sat at the feet of the wise men—had long 
lived in the light of tradition, and wandered after the torch of 
philosophy over the dark mountains and dreary deserts of 
idolatry and superstition. They had had oracles and poets, 
and philosophers and sibyls. Their own longings and hopes 
all concurred to produce a general expectation that some great 
personage was about to come into the world—Virgil had 
framed his eclogues after some of Isaiah’s visions. 

Nor is it strange that the learned should haye indulged 
such hopes—for Ptolemy Philadelphus had causg a careful 
and complete translation of the Hebrew scriptures to be made 
into the Greek tongue one hundred and eighty-six years be- 
fore the coming of Christ. All the curious and learned were 
therefore acquainted with the writings of the Hebrew prophets. 

Again, the age of Christ and his apostles was pre-eminently 
an age of scrutiny and inquiry. Cicero had previously intro- 
duced that system of argumentation which doubted and dis- 
puted everything, and taught that nothing was to be received 
without proof. If Bolingbroke and Hume, Voltaire and 
Paine, had lived then, they could not have brought more 
talent and learning, more wit, subtlety, raillery and malice, 
impudence and blasphemy, into the field against the gospel 
than was then employed. 

The Jews were under the Roman yoke, and had no hope of 
deliverance but from the Messiah. On the other hand, Ro- 
mans were jealous of losing any portion of their power. And 
hence, both would scrutinize the claims of Christ, as the pro- 
mised Messiah, until they saw clearly that his kingdom was 
not of this world. 

Now, as it is a maxim in law, that a man shall not be put 
in jeopardy of life and limb twice for the same offence, and as 
Christianity was tried in the first centuries by every species 
of opposition, and triumphed most gloriously, should we not 
now regard it as an incontrovertible fact that the Son of God 
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did come in the fulness of time, to seek and save our lost 
world, and that there is salvation only through him? 

3. It was the fulness of time, because the world was thea 
fully able to appreciate the doctrines of the Gospel by compar- 
ison and contrast. 

Does infidelity inquire—why did not Christ come sooner ? 
Ans.—No teacher like experience. Had he come a century 
sooner, philosophy would have contended that she was fully 
able and competent to instruct and rule mankind. God in 
his wisdom left the world to try its own strength, until it was 
manifest that by her own wisdom she knew not the true God, 
nor could she, by searching, find out the way, the truth, and 
the life. 

When Christ came, the doctrine of immortality was almost 
expunged from the creed of the race, and the practice of sui- 
cide had become popular and common. But although philo- 
sophers could blot the doctrine of immortality from the creed 
it could not root its idea out of the human mind. Life was 
too dear, and the love of life was too ardent, to be readily pal 
en up; and hence, at the precise period when immortality 
was so longed for, and men were sick of the doctrine of an- 
nihilation, Christ came, and brought life and immortality to 
light. Mau’s extremity was God’s opportunity. 

At that time, too, the doctrine of sacrifices was fully under- 
stood—“ It is true they had declined in the Jewish temples, 
but were taken up with increasing eagerness by the heathen. 
At the time Christ came, the doctrine of vicarious sacrifices 
was most popular, and the offering of those sacrifices at its 
highest pitch. The altars of Jupiter blazed incessantly : but 
they blazed in vain ; those who offered them found that the 
blood of bulls and goats could not take away sin. And at the 
precise period when sacrificers became tired of their round 
of offerings, at the very moment when hope was about to 
give up the ghost, Christ came to put away sin by the sacri- 
fice of himself. Yes; at this solemn crisis, when pale 
failed to teach men the way of happiness, and the sacrifices 
which had so long been confided in were about to be put 
away, then Christ came to teach men the way of life and 
salvation, and then was his blood shed to ransom men by 
thousands and millions.”—Dr. Philip. 

4. There was no time from the creation to the Ad+ 
vent, nor has there been since that event, so proper for 
Christ’s coming, as the time. when he did actually come. ~ 

It would have been untimely during the antediluvian age, 
or at the time of the flood. There was no man living then 
able to have written an account of it, or to have written such 
an account as would have interested all the ages of the world 
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in time to come. Hence it was delayed until an age of learn- 
ing and philosophy, when the facts were all scrutinized, and 
the records made so as to stand out pre-eminently beyond all 
other writings. 

Nor was it a proper period from the flood to the time of 
Moses. Then the world was not only uncivilized, but sparsely 
populated. Then there would have been but few to see him, 
and fewer still able to appreciate his worth. 

Nor was it the proper time from Moses to the prophets ; be- 
cause even the Jews were then as minors under tutors and 
governors—under the elements of the world, and unable to 
understand the spiritual nature of their own dispensation. 
They groped in darkness even when Christ did come: how 
much more were they unfit to receive the Messiah, when just 
emerging from the bondage of Egypt, with all the associations 
which their minds had formed in that land of gross idolatry 
and bondage. Nor would it have been any more a proper 
time for Christ to have come during the period of the four 
great monarchies. If Christ had come then, infidels would 
have said Christianity is the mere invention of the Nimrods 
and tyrants of past ages—is a mere political scheme to bring 
men under the rule of despots. ~ 

Finally. Christ came in the fulness of time, as it regards 
the types, promises and prophecies, which all concurred in fix- 
ing the time of the actual advent, as the time appointed of the 
Father. If Christ had come immediately after the expulsion 
from Eden we should have been deprived of the instruction of 
these types, promises, and prophecies. Andashe could not have 
come sooner, so neither could he come later, for the types, pro- 
mises, and prophecies were fulfilled and came to an end in the 

e of the advent. According to the Hebrew scriptures, 

hrist was to come while the second temple was standing— 
while there was yet a sceptre in Judah, and a law-giver be- 
tween his feet, and of the line and lineage of David. All 
these points meet in Christ and the advent. But in no age 
since could they be converged upon any point of time, nor 
upon any family of Israelites. The nation and temple were 
destroyed by the Romans. Their genealogies: are lost. If 
Christ be not the Son of God, the true and long expected 
Messiah, the whole Bible is a fable. But the Bible is not a 
fable. It is the word of the only living, true God, who did 
send his Son in the fulness of time, as indicated by types, 
promises, and prophecies, and the united longings, necessities 
and out-cryings of all nations and ages. 








